
 

July 2020 

Dear Bennett Parent 

I write as this exceptional school year draws to a close to thank you for your support, and to outline 

plans for the return to school in September.   

From September the school will be open for all students.  This is because the prevalence of the 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) has fallen to low levels and because the Government’s Test and Trace 

system is in place, meaning that we can quickly identify and contain any isolated infections which 

may occur. 

In asking all students to return in September, we will be building on the success of the partial 

opening which has been in place since June this term.  The students in year 10 and 12 who have 

been in school since then have enjoyed being back, seeing their friends and teachers again, and have 

very quickly adapted to the new procedures we have put in place.  It has been a pleasure for us to 

work with them and we are looking forward to seeing everyone in September. 

In preparing to open the school, we have carried out a detailed risk assessment to identify how we 

can lower risks to students and staff in all areas so that the school is a safe environment for all.  In 

this letter we set out a summary of the steps we have taken.  There are some new practical 

arrangements which will impact on students and parents, so we ask that you read this letter 

carefully and keep a copy of it to refer to in September. A copy is also available on the school 

website. 

First day of term 

In order to welcome all students back to school with the new measures in place, we will be asking 

students to come back for their first day at school on the following dates: 

Thursday 3rd September  Years 7 and 12 

Friday 4th September   Years 8, 10 and 13 

Monday 7th September   Years 9 and 11 

Travel to school 

Wherever possible, students should be encouraged to walk or cycle to school. For those who live 

close enough to do so, this represents the best way of travelling into school. 

We do not yet know what arrangements Kent Local Authority and the bus companies are making to 

ensure safe travel to school by bus, although we are well aware that many families rely on buses to 

get children in to school. As you would expect, we are urgently engaging with the Local Authorities 

about bus transport, seeking information from them about what provision will be in place for 

September. At this stage we have been assured that all bus routes will run and that safety measures 

will be put in place. We are told that the deadline for application for bus passes using the Kent 

scheme has been extended to August 9th. As soon as we know more we will make sure that we 

communicate this with parents. 

Because we anticipate that more families will be considering using private cars to transport children 

to school, we do urge you to identify a safe drop off point that is away from the close vicinity of the 



school and wherever possible not on Culverden Down itself. In this way we can help to avoid 

congestion on that busy and difficult approach road to the school. 

Arrival and departure times 

We have made some adjustments to arrival and departure times from September to ensure that we 

do not have too many people around the school entrance or walking down the drive at the same 

time.  However, we are mindful that many families have more than one child so we have kept the 

times relatively close together so you are not kept waiting unnecessarily if you are dropping off or 

picking up. 

We would ask that wherever possible you arrange for your child to come to school as close to the 

given time as possible.  Thank you for your support in this. The school day will begin for all students 

at 8:45 

 Arrival time End of school day Route into and out of school 

Year 7 8:30am 3:25pm Front Drive 

Year 8 8:30am 3:25pm Back Drive 

Year 9 8:30am 3:30pm Back Drive 

Year 10 8:45am 3:30pm Front Drive 

Year 11 8:45am 3:35pm Back Drive 

Year 12 8:45am 3:35pm Front Drive 

Year 13 8:45am 3:35pm Back Drive 

 

Visitors to school 

During the first weeks of opening from September, we will aim to have as few as possible external 

visitors onto the school site.  This is to reduce further the risk that anyone could unintentionally 

bring in infection from outside.  Any visitors who do need to be on the site will be asked to observe 

the same hygiene measures as everyone else and will be asked to keep a full 2 metre social distance 

from students and staff.   

To support this, we would ask that parents do not come on to the school site unless you have an 

appointment with a member of staff.  If you do need to speak to a teacher or another member of 

staff, please try to do so by contacting the school office in the usual way or email the year manager.  

If a meeting is necessary, we will make arrangements to meet you in an appropriate location away 

from other members of the school community.   

Hygiene measures while at school 

The most important things we can all do while at school are to do with hygiene.  The commonest 

way infection is transmitted is by people getting it on their hands and then touching their face.  In 

order to deal with this risk, we will be asking everyone at school, students and adults alike, to wash 

or sanitise their hands at frequent points during the school day.  This will include immediately on 

arrival, in case any infection has been picked up on the way in to school, and then frequently 

throughout the day.  We are aware that students will need reminding to maintain this hand hygiene 

and so it will be a routine feature of the school day. 

Secondly, we will be taking additional steps to ensure that all hard surfaces, especially those touched 

by different people, such as door handles and toilet facilities, are kept clean during the school day.  



We hope this does not lead to an interruption to teaching but students will need to get used to 

seeing this activity happening. 

Thirdly, we will need to be very careful about any coughing or sneezing, as germs can easily be 

spread in this way.  As we explain below, students with a cough should not be sent to school.  

However, if a student coughs or sneezes during the day we will need them to use a clean tissue and 

to dispose of it in the bins provided immediately afterwards.  It would be very helpful if parents and 

carers can reinforce this message. Please ensure your child has tissues in their pockets when coming 

to school. 

Not coming to school if symptomatic 

We are asking parents to be very vigilant for any signs of infection in their children, and should they 

occur, not to send the child to school.  The symptoms to look out for are a new continuous cough, a 

temperature or a loss of sense of taste or smell.  Should any of these occur, you must keep your child 

at home and inform the school that they have these symptoms on attendance@bennett.kent.sch.uk, 

just as you would for any normal absence.   Testing will be available for any children or family 

members who develop these symptoms, and we can tell you how to access the test if you contact 

us.   

If children develop any of these symptoms while in school, we will need to send them home 

immediately.  We will need your support as parents or carers to manage this.  A studentwho 

develops symptoms which could be COVID-19 will immediately be taken away from other children 

and supervised safely until they can be collected.  At that point we will tell you how you can quickly 

get your child tested for COVID-19. 

What will happen if someone tests positive 

In the relatively unlikely event that someone, either student or teacher, tests positive for COVID-19, 

we will immediately contact our local NHS Public Health Team.  We will give them, and the Test and 

Trace service, the information they need to identify the risks that others may have become infected, 

and we will follow their instructions immediately about containing that risk.  In some cases, this 

could mean asking students or adults with whom the person has come into contact to stay at home 

for a period of time to make sure the infection does not spread any further. 

Reducing contacts 

In school we will be taking a number of measures to ensure that if we did get a case of COVID-19 we 

would be able to contain it without it impacting on a large number of people.   

For students in year 7 and 8 we will be teaching the curriculum in such a way as to keep them in 

their tutor groups for almost all of their subjects. This means that they will not be moving around the 

school buildings for lessons, but instead their teachers will be coming to them. 

For students in years 9 to 13 we will be enabling them to follow a normal timetable which 

necessitates movement around school in order to access teaching in specialist rooms. All such 

movement will be very carefully managed so as to minimise mixing between different year groups.  

At break time and lunchtime we are putting in place arrangements so that students will only be 

allowed to socialise with others from their own year group.  This will change the way in which we 

manage lunchtime especially. 
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For the time being we will not be having our usual assemblies and collective worship in the school 

halls.  This is so as not to bring students into close proximity with other children from other groups.  

Instead, we will be having assemblies and collective worship in tutor rooms using remote technology 

to ensure that students all get access to the same high-quality experiences.   

Because the risk of transmission of infection is a little higher if people are face to face, we will be 

making some alterations to the layout of our classrooms where this is necessary to reduce the 

chance of children spending a long time facing each other directly without a significant distance 

between them. 

School uniform  

All students are required to wear full school uniform or Sixth Form Dress code on return to 

September 

School equipment and lockers 

Because we know that one of the ways in which infection can be spread is by sharing equipment we 

are introducing measures to ensure that students take direct responsibility for their equipment at all 

times and so that equipment is not left anywhere in school.  

This means that for the time being students will not have access to lockers in school. Those students 

who did not have the opportunity to clear their lockers back at the beginning of the lockdown will 

have the chance to clear them in the first full week back. Thereafter all lockers will be sealed and 

unavailable for use. 

It will be important therefore for students to have a full set of equipment for school and for parents 

to support their children in checking that they are fully equipped for each day as teachers will not be 

in a position to loan equipment.  

School dining arrangements 

In order to preserve the arrangements for separation between year groups we will not be in a 

position to provide meals from the school kitchen or Food Cube in the way in which we have in the 

past.  

We are still working with Pabulum our school meal provider to confirm arrangements, but it is clear 

that we will have only limited capacity to provide hot meals served in the school dining hall. We do 

hope to be in a position to supplement this provision with a choice of pre-ordered packed lunches 

for students that can be collected at break time in school. We will of course ensure that 

arrangements are in place to provide a nutritious lunchtime meal to those students entitled to a free 

school meal. 

Sixth Form students cannot leave the school site at lunchtime. 

What we will be teaching 

We recognise that some students may need some support in catching up following an extended 

period not at school.  With the students in year 10 and 12 who have returned this term, we have 

made very good progress with catch up, and it is clear that the remote provision we put in place 

while students could not come to school has been effective at maintaining academic progress during 

this period of disruption.  Once we have students back in class we will be able to see more easily 

exactly where extra help is needed and will do all we can to provide the support.  We are also aware 

that for some young people these past months may well have been very difficult, for a range of 



reasons.  We will be supporting them in readjusting to school life and will of course be available to 

talk with you as parents or with students if there is a need to do so.  We will aim to strike a good 

balance between acknowledging the impact of the events of these past months on the one hand, 

but also focusing on getting back to a normal school life on the other. 

We very much hope that this letter gives you the assurance you will rightly want that we have 

planned the return to school very carefully.  We have followed the guidance we have received 

closely, and taken every step to reduce risk for all.  We are confident that we are ready to reopen for 

all students in September and look forward very much to welcoming them back.  Please do not 

hesitate to contact us if there is anything about which you are unsure. 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

Headteacher 

 


