
Firstly I would like to thank you for coming to this evening’s Higher Education briefing. 
There will be quite a lot of information for you this evening but we will ensure the 
presentation is made available on the Bennett website, so you will be able to read the 
content again at your leisure. After the briefing I will be happy to take any questions, 
please just remain behind at the end and come up to speak to me.

In the Bennett Sixth Form we recognise that going to university is the goal of many 
students, and the prize at the end of 7 years of Secondary Education. We want to make 
the process of applying to university as smooth as possible.

Applying to university can be an exciting but sometimes anxious time for students and 
parents as tuition fees are higher for this generation of undergraduates, and it is important 
to be sure that the university students choose, and the course they want to study, provides 
value for money as well as good future employment prospects. There are compelling 
reasons for going to university, which will have a lifelong impact:  For example:

In 2015 87% of all graduates were in work, compared with 69% of non-graduates.

Graduates also have significantly more earning power than non-graduates.  In 2015, the 
median salary for all graduates was £31,000, nearly twice as much as a non-graduate. In a 
lifetime a graduate can expect to earn at least £100,000 more than a non-graduate. The 
recession hit the job prospects of recent graduates to an extent but they are still nearly 
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20% more likely to be in work than people without degrees.
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This evening’s briefing will focus mainly on the process of applying to university but 
there are other pathways about which we are able to offer advice and guidance with 
regard to students’ choices, in particular the increasing number of Higher Level and 
Degree level apprenticeships, which can provide a real alternative to university study, and 
I will turn to that briefly towards the end of the presentation.
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First, some details of the university application process. The Universities Central 
Admissions Service, known as UCAS, is entirely electronic. It is a simple and user 
friendly means of making your application. You fill in the on-line form, including your 
personal statement, then you pay to submit it, using a debit or credit card, and send it 
electronically. We write a reference for you, the form is checked, and providing there are 
no errors we then send it to UCAS.

It is worth remembering that when you pay and send you application it is actually only 
being sent to school: we forward your application to UCAS once we have checked it and 
attached your academic reference.
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There are 3 basic parts to the electronic UCAS application, other than your personal 
details such as name and address, which you have already completed earlier this term in 
school. These 3 basic sections are: Qualifications, Personal Statement and Academic 
Reference.  All Bennett students are registered on UCAS, even if they choose an 
alternative pathway for the end of Y13. This is because some students do change their 
mind about applying to university during Y13, and it is much easier to delete an 
application that start one from scratch at the last minute. Registering with UCAS also 
means students receive information from other providers of post Sixth Form 
opportunities, for example employers who are recruiting to apprenticeship schemes. 
Students complete the details of the qualifications they have studied, including all 
examination outcomes to date. Subject teachers and one nominated referee from the Sixth 
Form team of tutors and Year managers writes the overall reference, including a predicted 
grade for each A level or diploma studied.
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The personal statement is a section of the UCAS application in which students explain 
why they want to study their selected course, and demonstrate some of their analytical 
thinking about the subject they wish to study. Don’t believe stories you may hear about 
universities not reading personal statements – they all tell us that they do! It’s one 
distinguishing factor you have among possibly thousands of applicants with similar 
GCSEs, Y12 external qualifications, and predicted grades. The admissions officers want 
to see an applicant who is fully committed to studying their chosen course – you need to 
get this commitment across by explaining why you want to study this subject, what 
sparked your interest, what inspired you to apply and all the things you have done to 
further your knowledge in this area. For example what books have you read and what did 
they make you think further on? what places of interest linked to chosen courses have 
you visited and how have you reflected further on that visit in your thinking? Have you 
completed relevant work experience? The most important part of the statement is your 
confidence in communicating your commitment to the course. Use the Personal 
Statement to demonstrate you have analytical skills, for example in what you learned in 
your Extended Project, if it is relevant to your chosen course, or an aspect of your A level 
studies or Diploma you have found particularly interesting.
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You must show how your academic studies, particularly your A Level or Diploma choices 
have equipped you to study in your chosen subject. 

You should include some personal details of extra-curricular things that you do that 
demonstrate your suitability to study at university, for example are you a good team 
player? Have your enrichment activities shown that you can be relied upon to persevere 
with a task or remain committed to a project? What are your future ambitions and how 
will this course enable you to fulfil them?

Sell yourself positively, but don’t be pretentious and NEVER be dishonest or plagiarise –
you will be made accountable!

There is a great deal of guidance in the UCAS website about how to write a personal 
statement, including a Personal Statement Tool, where students can draft and develop 
their ideas. They will also continue to receive support from tutors. 

If you are considering an alternative pathway to university you will write a personal 
statement which is relevant to your intended choice. It won’t always be necessary to 
paste this into the UCAS website but we will require students to complete a document 
which is focused on their ambitions and desire to undertake their chosen course or 
apprenticeship, even if it is not one which is administered by UCAS. They will work 
alongside UCAS students in tutor time and with the same deadlines for completion of 
tasks. Some Art Foundation courses and catering colleges encourage or require personal 
statements, and students applying for apprenticeships will need to complete a cv and 
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letter of application for potential posts. Students will receive support with these tasks in 
the same way that students receive guidance in writing personal statements for UCAS.
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We require all students to have a plan for and a skeleton draft of their personal statement 
completed by  9th July. We have already briefed students about personal statements 
requirements and they have been sent a copy of a presentation I led in their PACE lesson, 
so we anticipate that students students will be in a position to submit a plan and outline 
draft document to their form tutor on Monday, so that this aids further discussion and 
support in tutor time next week before the summer holiday. Students will need to be 
confident they understand the further ways the statement can be refined and developed 
over the summer break and we will support students on their return in September to 
develop and complete their Personal Statement.
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Nearly all Y12 students have now secured work experience for activities week and 
informed us of their plans using the link provided in our previous communications to you 
about work experience.

If you have not yet established what you will be doing for your work experience it is very 
important you discuss this with Mr Green as a matter of urgency. For some courses it is 
vital you have had relevant work experience, in particular teaching, medical, dental, 
nursing and veterinary courses, or your application will not be considered by the 
admissions tutor. For other degree programmes admissions tutors are more open minded 
about the type of work experience that students may have experienced, but it remains a 
desired part of a student’s application.
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Once your application has been submitted, and UCAS have forwarded it to your chosen 
universities, you may be called for an interview. If this happens to you, tell me 
immediately, and we will help you to prepare for the interview on an individual basis, 
including opportunities for practice interviews with an appropriate member of staff.
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When you attend an interview you may be invited to discuss a piece of work you have 
completed prior to the interview, some wider reading you have undertaken, or for 
vocationally oriented degrees your capacity for, and understanding of, the profession you 
aspire to train for so that appropriate checks can be made that you are suited to your 
career plans.
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Increasingly you may be required to sit some sort of aptitude test before an offer on a 
course will be made. These may be subject specific, for example for Maths, Physics and 
Engineering courses universities will often wish to test your mathematical and problem 
solving skills. The University of Oxford has been setting admissions tests for many years 
and the University of Cambridge also now set tests for all applicants to all courses.

For some other degrees at other universities the tests may be more general, for example 
in literacy and numeracy. All applicants to Primary Teaching courses will have to sit 
these tests, and some other degree programmes, such as health-care related courses may 
also require them. Examples and practice papers for many different types of test can be 
found online.

When you enter your university course choices into UCAS you should also receive a 
reminder if you need to register to take an admissions test for the course but it is very 
important that you also check this carefully in your research for the courses you are 
applying to and meet any stated deadlines for registration. Some tests are taken at school 
and Mrs Owen, our exams officer will register you if required, other tests are taken 
outside of school, for example the UKCAT and LNAT which are taken at driving test 
centres, and you will need to register and book these tests online.
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This slide explains the next steps after your application has been sent to UCAS, and, if 
applicable, you have been interviewed for your course.

UCAS will also email you with this information, and you can reply via emails, and 
directly on your UCAS application when you accept offers. It is very important when 
selecting your choices that you have been sensible and realistic about your grades. There 
is no point in selecting a university that is offering you a place on the grades you WANT 
if they are not the grades your AS results, or Y12 end of year exams in linear courses, 
suggest you can achieve. Of course students make gains in their understanding and 
subject knowledge during Y13 and we expect you to make positive progress through hard 
work but your teachers must provide credible predicted grades to admissions tutors based 
on their experience and understanding of your work. Students must also be sure to select 
an insurance place that is lower than your firm choice. The insurance place is not a 
second choice, it is a back up plan in case your grades dip below what you expect. 
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Obviously financial considerations play a part when you are deciding on university 
applications. The following slides give a brief overview of the current Student Finance 
situation, though this does alter slightly every financial year. The government website is a 
very useful resource for you to use in researching all aspects of student finance, including 
a finance calculator. 
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After you have completed your UCAS application, and accepted your 2 university places 
you will need to complete student finance forms online.  Details about student finance are 
available on the gov.uk website. We arrange a school visit from a representative from 
Student Finance in Y13. All the information about student finance is relevant to the 
current cohort of Y13; it is important to be aware that this information can change and 
the government website is the best place to seek up to date information.
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A graduate does not begin to repay their student fee loan until they are earning over 
£25,000. The amount you repay is linked to your salary, so a graduate earning £25,000 
will repay approximately £30.00 per month.
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Students studying medicine and dentistry courses do not pay tuition fees and are often 
eligible for further bursaries to support their studies. Use the gov.uk website to check 
eligibility and calculate what you will be awarded. All other health related courses such 
as nursing, physiotherapy, radiography and dietetics attract tuition fees.
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Maintenance loans are means tested, so the amount a student is able to borrow depends 
on the household income. If a household income is more than £70,000 students will only 
qualify for the minimum maintenance loan.
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Bursaries are amounts of money paid to students out of college funds, they are non-
repayable, and they can vary widely from institution to institution.
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The calculator tool on the Student Finance website is very easy to use and will give you 
an immediate idea of how much you may be able to get. I am sure for many parents and 
students the financial considerations of a degree level education are important to you. 
Remember it is not possible to apply for student finance until your son or daughter has 
received their university offers and has confirmed which course they are making their 
first or their insurance choice. Families do not begin to complete finance forms until the 
spring of Y13, which gives you plenty of time to do your research.
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Universities offer places based on either grades, or points. UCAS introduced a new tariff 
for 2017 . The tariff points are allocated as on the slide. For example a university may 
make an offer to a students as 3 Bs at A level or as 120 UCAS points. Check carefully 
when researching your courses to see whether the grades and points the university 
requires are linked to specific A Level subjects.

It is likely that most universities, in particular the Russell Group, and universities with 
competitive admissions to specific courses have continued to offer places based on 
grades only for 2018 entry, but you may still see points requirements when you are 
researching on UCAS COURSE SEARCH.

21



The Sport and Creative Media Diploma courses also attract UCAS tariff points, and as 
you can see from the slide a student achieving double Distinction at a starred level in the 
diploma course has achieved 112 tariff points, which is the equivalent of two A* grades 
at A level. 
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The EPQ is widely regarded by universities. An A or A* grade may attract a lower A level 
offer. At some universities this is standard practice, for example the University of 
Southampton where the tariff is lowered by one grade in one subject for all courses apart 
from medicine.
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The UCAS system for 2018 applications is now live and nearly all Y12 students have 
registered in school. Students can now work on their applications, but applications cannot 
be sent until September at the earliest.

This Friday (tomorrow), as you know, we are attending our Higher Education and 
Careers Day for Y12 students at Simon Stock School. This is an excellent opportunity for 
students to meet admissions tutors from some of the main UK universities. There will be 
a wide range of presentations including applying to Oxbridge, preparing a portfolio, 
careers in law, media, engineering…it’s a jam packed day and a really good opportunity 
for students to gather information and ask questions.
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Research thoroughly into your courses, be aspirational for at least one of your choices, 
for example considering the merits of an application to a Russell Group university, and 
don’t forget you can ask your tutor, or any of the Sixth Form team for advice at any point, 
we are here to help you.

The Heap guide to university degree courses is extremely useful to students in selecting 
potential courses to which they may apply. There is a copy in the SFC and the LRC for 
students to use. Students should pay close attention to the success and satisfaction rates 
for particular degree programmes. Applications to research based universities, in 
particular the Russell Group, will secure opportunities for students to be studying on 
courses taught by leading academics and professors, and establish strong employment 
prospects for graduates. 

The university open day season is now in full swing and continues until the early autumn. 
Students may take 3 days in each academic year to visit universities and attend 
interviews. Many open days are held at weekends.
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Conditional offers have conditions attached to them. Of course this is usually an offer 
based on you attaining particular grades in your A level or Diploma course. You may also 
have to pass other assessments.

Nationally there has been a growth in the number of unconditional offers being made by 
university admissions departments, and our experience at Bennett reflects this. An 
unconditional offer does not require the student to pass their Sixth Form courses, 
although students are still required to complete their courses and take the examinations at 
the end of the course.

Students need to take very careful advice before accepting an unconditional offer: it is 
important to remember that these offers are often used as a recruitment strategy by a 
universities to secure healthy admissions to their courses. Research has shown that where 
students accept unconditional offers their final grades are not as strong as those students 
who have conditional offers. Remember: you will be at university for three or four years 
but your working life may be forty years or more. Employers consider all qualifications a 
prospective employee may have, and the strongest possible outcomes in the Sixth Form 
will continue to set you apart at all stages of your career.
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We require students to complete their university applications by the school deadlines 
advertised. This is so that we can make timely and considered checks before sending 
them to UCAS. Our experience is that most students who send their applications ahead of 
the national curve receive offers from universities sooner. This is motivating to students 
and it also means that they are able to put some aspects of UCAS administration to one 
side, safe in the knowledge that the application has been sent, enabling them to focus 
fully on their studies.
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If you are applying to Oxford or Cambridge and you are sitting a school based pre-
interview admissions test, we need to enter you for the test at school. You must tell Mrs 
Owen and Mrs Malone by 29th September if you wish to be entered for an admissions test 
and we will make the necessary arrangements. There is no entry fee for these tests.
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We strongly recommend you and your parents do not book holidays for this date and you 
make sure you are at home and available to collect your results. If you need to use the 
Clearing Service or speak to university admissions tutors it is much easier to do this from 
the comfort of your home rather than a beach in Ibiza!
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If you wish to take a gap year it is much better to apply now, while you are still studying 
and are at school, where we can support you in your application. You will need to 
indicate on your UCAS application that you would like a deferred entry place. 
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Sometimes students review their plans after leaving school and decide to make an 
application to university in the following year. We are able to administer your application 
as long as you give us plenty of time to accommodate your application and any support 
you may need, alongside the advice and guidance we need to provide to students who are 
in Y13. We will be able to provide a reference and support a university application in the 
immediate year after you have left Bennett. Unfortunately after that first 12 months it 
becomes more difficult to write a fresh and meaningful academic reference, as it will be 
some time since you left school, and we are not able to act as a referee on your behalf.
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There is increasing publicity about the merits of studying abroad and we have some 
experience of supporting students to make applications to European universities. Some 
former Bennett students have made successful applications to universities in Europe, so 
please speak to me if you are considering making an application to a university abroad.
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We also support students who are not going to study at university. Some students decide 
to apply for courses at local colleges, for example West Kent or Mid Kent Colleges where 
there a range of Degree Level programmes of study available. Students may be 
considering an Open University degree, for which you will need to apply directly to the 
OU, and there is a growing interest from students who are interested in Higher level and 
Degree level apprenticeships. Applications to apprenticeship programmes starting at the 
end of Y13 tend to open in the early spring of Y13. We hold a similar event to this 
information evening at that time for Y13 students and parents who are considering the 
apprenticeship route, when we have more up to date information about current 
opportunities. The gov.uk website is an excellent starting point for those who wish to 
search for apprenticeship programmes. Other school leaver programmes, for example in 
accountancy tend to open their applications in the autumn. They are highly competitive 
and the most prestigious apprenticeships and school leaver programmes will be grade 
dependent.

Whatever your career aspirations beyond the Bennett Sixth form we will support you 
with your research and applications.
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Foundation courses are usually year long courses which are a bridge between school and 
university. 

For students studying Fine Art A level a 1 year Foundation Diploma after Bennett 
supports them in developing the necessary portfolio and skills to apply for specific 
undergraduate practical Art degrees. 1 year Art Foundation applications do not go 
through UCAS. If you wish to pursue a practical art degree you are more likely to 
receive an offer from a university if you have already completed an Art Foundation 
Course, in an independent application process. Although degree requirements for courses 
such as Fine Art will specify that students require either two A Levels or a Foundation 
course, it is still much less likely that students will succeed in their application direct to a 
university if they do not have a Foundation Diploma. The Sixth Form team and the Art 
and Design teachers across all disciplines taught at Bennett will be glad to support your 
son or daughter if they are considering an Art Foundation course. It is important those 
students are developing a good portfolio of work now which they will be able to take to 
interview at Art College.

An increasing number of universities are offering foundation courses for students who 
may not be able yet to secure the high A level grades required for competitive STEM 
undergraduate courses. Successful completion of the foundation year will secure entry to 
the undergraduate programme but will, of course, also attract further tuition fees. 
Students apply through UCAS for the undergraduate courses which have a diploma or 
foundation year in the usual way. Courses with a foundation year built into the 
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undergraduate degree are usually indicated as having a Year 0 in UCAS search tools and 
course outlines.
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Unlike UCAS there is not a separate login for teachers to support student’s applications 
through CUKAS, so it is very important for students intending to apply to UK 
conservatoires to keep us informed of their application and request references well in 
advance of deadlines.

36



The best way to ensure you have a fulfilling and exciting destination to look forward to 
beyond Bennett is to ensure that you are working hard on your Sixth Form studies and 
that you have researched all of your options carefully. We know that students’ ideas about 
what they want to do develop and change, so it may be you need to keep a range of 
options open at this time: for example applying to university and making an 
apprenticeship application are not mutually exclusive – you can do both. Try not to close 
down doors too soon if you are a little unsure of your preferred route, and remember that 
the Sixth Form team are looking forward and ready to guide you in your decision 
making.
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These are useful websites; remember this presentation will be available on the school 
website and in Bspace so you will be able to click through the links as your interests and 
needs require.
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I am aware a great deal of information has been shared with you this evening, and if you 
are the first child in your family to make an application to uni this is a very new and 
potentially daunting experience for you and your parents. I hope this evening has gone 
some way to explaining the process to you. If you have any brief questions about your 
plans after Bennett, or your UCAS application please do come to the front and we will do 
our best to answer them now, or you can contact us at school and we will be able to make 
an appointment to meet if your query is a more extended one. 
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