
READING 
Why is it important?



Bennett actively encourages all students to read for pleasure 
because we know that young people who read regularly achieve 
more successful outcomes in all their subjects at school. A recent 
study undertaken by the United Nations and Institute of 
Education demonstrated that teenagers who read go on to 
experience more fulfilled lives as adults.



‘Children who read for pleasure are likely to do better in maths and English than 

those who rarely read in their free time’

‘Reading for pleasure was found to be more 

important for   children's cognitive development 

between ages 10 and 16 than their parents' 

level of education. The combined effect on 

children's progress of reading books often, 

going to the library regularly and reading 

newspapers at 16 was four times greater than 

the advantage children gained from having a 

parent with a degree’.

Institute of Education (IOE)



WHY IS READING 
SO IMPORTANT?
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• Bennett has a whole school commitment to the encouragement of reading. The drive to develop and improve 
reading is not solely restricted to the English department

• We are committed to the encouragement of reading with all students in all year groups

• Demands of new English GCSE English Literature and English Language

• Sixth Form students need to engage in wider reading in order to achieve top grades and thereby secure 
places at the best universities.

• We encourage all students to develop a habit of finding time to read regularly every day in addition to 
homework

• Challenges – computers, tablets and phones

Reading at Bennett



• All students in Year 7, 8 and 9 have a regular library lesson once every two weeks during which we encourage 
all students to develop a habit of reading regularly and give them individual help to choose books.

• All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are enrolled onto Renaissance Learning’s Accelerated Reader Programme.

• Accelerated Reader (AR) is a computer based programme which helps teachers and librarians manage and 
monitor students’ independent reading practice and thereby motivate them to read more for pleasure.

• In order for students to gain maximum benefit from the programme, every student is expected to read for an 
average of 30 minutes a day (not necessarily at one go).

• Students are given time to read during the school day but we would expect that all students aim to read for 
at least 20 minutes a day at home

• Every day includes weekends and school holidays



How does the Accelerated Reader Programme (AR) Work?

STAR Reading Assessment:

• All students in KS3 students undertake a STAR reading assessment three times a year

• The test consists of 34 questions each of which have multiple choice answers

• The test uses computer adaptive technology and is based on the new national curriculum

• Computer-adaptive tests continually adjust the difficulty of each child’s test by choosing each test 
question based on the child’s previous response. If the child answers a question correctly, the difficulty 
level of the next item is increased. If the child misses a question, the difficulty level is decreased.

• STAR Reading tracks development in four areas:
Word knowledge and skill
Comprehension strategies and constructing meaning
Analysing literary texts
Analysing arguments and evaluating Text













Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), ATOS Book Levels and Targets

• Once students have completed a STAR reading assessment they are given individual ZPD’s.

• ZPD is the range of books that will challenge a child sufficiently to encourage progress but without causing 
frustration or loss of motivation. 

• It is important for students to read with a high degree of comprehension and within their ZPD

• Each student will  be given an range of books to read based on ATOS book Levels which represent the 
difficulty or readability of the text e.g. 4.1 – 6.1

• Each book also has an AR points value based on its length and difficulty

• Students are given a reading target based on AR points gained. This enables teachers to gauge not only if a 
student is reading but also how well each student is reading.

• The target is based on a student reading for 30 minutes a day and reading books from within their ZPD.

• Each student is expected to read and quiz enough books within each given target period to achieve their 
points target. 



• Once students have been given their ZPD (reading range), they choose a book which has an AR quiz. 

• Books should be ones they have never read before but they can be from the school library, local library or 
from home.

• Students may also listen to audio books

• Perfectly acceptable for someone to read to or with them

• Books chosen can be fiction or non-fiction but the key factor is that students choose books which have an 
AR quiz. There are over 160,000 quizzed books.

• All Bennett library books are colour coded and labelled with AR book levels and AR points

• The AR Bookfinder website http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/ can be used to check whether books have 
quizzes, book levels and possible book choices. There is a link to this from Bspace.

http://www.arbookfind.co.uk/








After reading a book:

• Students complete an on-line quiz to show they have read and understood the book.

• Quizzes have to be completed at school.

• On completion of the quiz they are awarded points towards their AR target as well as iPoints rewards.

• Students need to get an average of 85% correct in quizzes to ensure maximum progress.

• Teachers use the results from quizzes to advise students on what to read next to ensure maximum. 
progress

• Every book has a reading practice quiz but some also have vocabulary and literacy quizzes.









AR Home Connect

• Enables parents to log on and review  their child’s progress 

• View all the books your child has read including the number of words read

• View quizzes they have taken

• View the words your child has learned through vocabulary practice (and view the words they did not 
know)

• Access AR Bookfinder

• Sign up for e-mails to notify you when your child has taken a book quiz or taken a vocabulary quiz

• View child’s progress towards their target

https://Ukhosted53.renlearn.co.uk/2193436/HomeConnect 

https://ukhosted53.renlearn.co.uk/2193436/HomeConnect








How Can You Encourage Your Child to Read?

 We expect that every student will try to read for an average of at least 30 minutes a day including weekends and 

school holidays. 

 Students are given reading time at school but they should read at home for at least 20 minutes a day.

 If your child finds it difficult to concentrate on their reading for 20 or 30 minutes at a time, it might be more helpful 

to break down the reading time into shorter sessions.

 The main thing is to encourage them to develop a daily reading routine. If necessary start with a few minutes every 

day and then gradually increase the time spent reading.

 Keep an eye on the reading level of the books your child chooses.

 Let them stretch themselves to the best of their ability but be ready to help if they become discouraged. Your child 

should be guided by the reading range (ZPD). 

 Students have a reading log which parents are asked to sign at the end of each week to confirm that their child has 

read at home every day that week.


