
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Bennett Parent, 
 
As our Year 11 students come to the end of this school year and many begin to prepare for 
the new school year in the Bennett Sixth Form, I wanted to write to you to introduce myself 
and to remind students and yourselves of the support that I will be able to provide students 
returning to us in Year 12. 
 
Clearly over the next few months students will be working hard completing the summer 
work and reading up on the subjects that they will be studying in September.  For many this 
will come with excitement for the year ahead, but for some it may bring some worries and 
apprehension.  We understand the time students have spent in lockdown will have been a 
challenging time and much will have changed.  As a Sixth Form Team and as a Welfare team, 
we are carefully planning the return of students to school in September. It will be a period 
of reintegration, with some students potentially needing more support than they have had 
in previous years.  
 
My role in the Sixth Form includes supporting the welfare of students and their 
safeguarding, meeting with them regularly, keeping in touch with home and referring 
students to external forms of support where that is needed. I would welcome any 
concerned families to contact me over the next few months if they wish to discuss situations 
where students need an enhanced level of support in Year 12 so we can form a plan of that 
support going forward. Students who have had support from welfare, learning support or 
nurses during Year 11 will have been made known to me, but it is good for me to put faces 
to names in that first month. I also organise catch ups with students in that time. 
 
The other side to my role in the Sixth Form is to support students in their career options 
after Sixth Form.  I particularly work with students applying for apprenticeships and 
employment opportunities, but also provide advice on University choices, work experience 
and arrange careers events and employability workshops.  Mrs Blake also supports me in 
this provision. 
 
Please do continue to access the resources we have provided in this link should they be 
needed: 
https://www.bennettmemorial.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Safeguarding-and-Welfare-
Resources-during-closure.pdf 

and please remind students they can access the resource ‘Mental Health through Lockdown 
Year 11’ found in the Year 11 Assembly Team on Microsoft Teams, also sent home before 
May half term. 
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I do hope you have a good summer holiday and I look forward to welcoming students back 
in the new year, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Rachael Chibhaga 
Deputy DSL and Sixth Form Support Assistant 
chibhaga@bennett.kent.sch.uk 
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