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1. Art and Design 6. German 

2. Computer Science 7. Latin 

3. Drama 8. Music 

4. Food Studies 9. Product Design 

5. French 10. Textiles 

 

 

Please note in all cases above the subject must be studied in year 9 in order to continue it at GCSE. 



 

Art and Design 
 

 

Aims 

 

This course will offer you the opportunity to develop your 

technical, critical and creative skills.  You will also explore 

and develop new ideas and approaches in art and design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any Questions? 

Mrs Nyemann 

Curriculum Leader 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

• The course will cover the basic elements and concepts 
needed to be able to visualise and realise your ideas. 

 

• You will produce artwork using a variety of 
approaches, materials and techniques including 
painting, drawing, printmaking, photography, textiles 
and 3 dimensional works. 

 

• You will be introduced to different artists from 
different times and cultures, and use their work and 
ideas to inspire your own. 

 

• You will need commitment and motivation, 
concentration and determination – you don’t have to 
be very ‘good’ to start with but, with instruction and 
practice, we can teach you how to become ‘excellent’. 
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Computer Science 
 

 

Aims 

To enable you to: 

• develop an understanding of computing theory, 

including how computers work and where computers 

are used in everyday life 

• develop computer programs to solve problems 

• evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs 

and the impact of issues related to the use of 

computer technology in society 

• gain the necessary skills to work with others and 

independently 

 

Any Questions? 

Mr Ottley 

Head of Computer Science and IT 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

Python Programming – You will recap and further 

develop skills in writing programs to solve given problems.  

Hardware – You will learn about the components inside a 

computer, what each of them do and how they work 

together. 

Computer Systems – You will learn how to define what a 

computer system is, and consider where they are used in 

everyday life and why we use them for particular tasks. 

Databases – You will create a simple database and in the 

process develop an understanding of what databases are, 

and how they can be used to complete tasks. 

Binary Numbers – You will begin to learn how binary and 

hexadecimal numbers are used to represent data in 

computer systems. 

Logic – You will learn about logic gates, and how these are 

used to create circuits of transistors within a computer to 

represent Boolean operations. 
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Drama 

Aims 

During the one year course you will develop your 

understanding of both practical and theoretical drama and 

theatre. The content of the course is designed so that you 

will be ready to begin your GCSE studies in Year 10. 

You will develop skills in devising theatre and the creation of 

original content inspired by stimuli and the work of key 

theatre practitioners. You will also learn how to analyse and 

assess theatrical performances and develop an 

understanding of how to portray characters and scenes from 

a play script. 

Drama GCSE candidates are required to have chosen drama 

as an option in Year 9, or have a record of involvement in 

drama. 

 

 

Any Questions? 

Mr J Finnegan 

Head of Drama 

 
 

 

 

 

Content 

• Mime – learn how to use your body and non-verbal 

skills to convey a scene. 

• Commedia Dell’arte – learn about the origins of 

theatrical comedy and develop skills in improvisation 

and characterisation of stock type characters. 

• Devising theatre – with the use of stimuli, ranging from 

newspaper articles to poetry and photography, you will 

learn how to create original drama with an 

understanding and awareness for your chosen 

audience. 

• Theatre analysis – watch and analyse a range of 

performances, both live and recorded, and use these to 

build and refine your own work and understanding of 

drama and theatre. 

• Key practitioners – learn about practitioners who have 
had a significant influence on theatre. You will use the 
methods of these practitioners to develop your own 
work. 

• Script work – consider how you can adapt and interpret 

a script for your own aims and intentions. 
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AQA:Food Preparation 

and Nutrition 
 

Aims 

This is a foundation course to prepare students for the 

GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition. It focuses on 

providing students with the necessary practical skills and 

food knowledge they will need before commencing GCSE 

study. Students may plan to take GCSE food in year 10, if 

so is important that they choose this option in year 9. 

Essential for the course. 

Students must be prepared to take an active part in all 
practical cookery sessions; students therefore require well 
developed organisational skills to prepare themselves for 
the lessons. As coursework documents are completed 
using word processing, good ICT skills are essential. 

Any Questions? 

Mrs A Brignell 
In charge of Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content of the course 

The course covers the following 4 areas: 

• food, nutrition and health 

• food science and food safety 

• food provenance and food choice 

• food preparation and cooking techniques. 

This course aims to extend students’ knowledge and 

understanding of food, diet and health. An interest in 

food and a good standard of practical food skills are 

important to be successful on this course. Students will be 

taught how to prepare and cook a range of skilful dishes 

safely and hygienically enabling them to develop practical 

skills and make informed decisions about their own diet 

and food choices. Taking part in preparing and cooking 

ingredients at home is essential to support the practical 

work completed at school. 
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French 
Did you know that 95% of the world’s population does not speak 

English as a first language and 75% does not speak English at all? 

 

Aims 

Through studying French, you will develop your ability and 

ambition to communicate with native speakers. The study of 

French will also broaden your horizons and encourage you to step 

beyond your familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways 

of seeing the world. 

We will work on developing your ability to communicate 

confidently and coherently with native speakers, conveying your 

message with increasing accuracy. 

You will deepen your knowledge of how language works and 

enrich your vocabulary in order to increase your independent use. 

Ultimately, you will develop language skills both for immediate 

use and to prepare you for further language study or in 

employment. 

 

Any Questions? 

Mr Chénier 
Curriculum Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

• This beginners’ course focuses on introducing you to the 

basics of the French language and then on developing your 

knowledge and understanding of aural, oral and written 

French through direct instruction, class practice and 

access to a range of resources. 

• The language will be taught in a condensed way in order 

for you to achieve a similar standard to that of your first 

foreign language by the end of the year, which means that 

you will have made sufficient progress to continue with 

French to GCSE level. 

• Access to conversation lessons/support sessions in order 

to develop your confidence with speaking the language 

are made available. 
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German 

Did you know that German is among the top five most widely 

used languages on the Internet? 

Aims 

Through studying German, you will develop your ability and 

ambition to communicate with native speakers. The study of 

German will also broaden your horizons and encourage you to 

step beyond your familiar cultural boundaries and develop new 

ways of seeing the world. 

We will work on developing your ability to communicate 

confidently and coherently with native speakers, conveying your 

message with increasing accuracy. 

You will deepen your knowledge of how language works and 

enrich your vocabulary in order to increase your independent 

use. 

Ultimately, you will develop language skills both for immediate 

use and to prepare you for further language study or in 

employment. 

 

Any Questions? 

Mr Chénier 

Curriculum Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

• This beginners’ course focuses on introducing you to the 
basics of the German language and then on developing 
your knowledge and understanding of aural, oral and 
written German through direct instruction, class 
practise and access to a range of resources. 

• The language will be taught in a condensed way in order 

for you to achieve a similar standard to that of your first 

foreign language by the end of the year, which means 

that you will have made sufficient progress to continue 

with German to GCSE level. 

• Access to conversation lessons/support sessions in 

order to develop your confidence with speaking the 

language are made available. 
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Latin 
 

 

Aims 

• To continue to study and improve your knowledge of the 
language that is the basis for all modern European 
languages – Latin will continue to expand your English 
vocabulary and improve your knowledge of grammar. 
 

• To read and appreciate original Roman literature from 
2000 years ago, exactly as it was written: Tacitus’ 
description of a plot by the Roman Emperor Tiberius to 
poison a rival, Germanicus, is part of the current GCSE 
course. 

 

• To improve your Latin to a level which will enable you to 
translate these GCSE texts / stories in the original Latin, 
including Echo & Narcisssus, one of the finest of myths! 

 

 

Any Questions? 

Mr.Bryant 

Course Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

Latin into English translation: 

Latin language (Roman mythology and Roman history) 

Latin Literature: 

Latin prose literature: Cicero and Apuleius 

Latin verse literature: Ovid and Catullus  

You will enjoy this course and find it rewarding if: 

• you have enjoyed learning Latin so far – it will not be 
radically different! 

• you love reading great stories and wonderful literature. 

• you like learning about language(s), both your own and 
others. 

• you like ancient civilisations and are curious about their 
customs. 

• you like a challenge - working with Latin is intellectually 
challenging and rewarding; 

• you are serious about achieving a very worthwhile 
qualification and one which is highly respected by 
universities and employers alike. 
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Music 

 

Aims 

You will develop performing, composing, improvising and 

listening skills through building on your musical interests, 

previous experience and participation in ensembles. 

There is a specific focus upon musical awareness, 

theoretical and aural development, composition and 

performance of music covering a wide variety of genres 

throughout the year in order to provide a solid foundation 

for any of you wishing to go on to study GCSE Music.  

 

Any Questions? 

Mr I Johnson 

Director of Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

• Developing keys, chords and cadences – gaining an in-

depth working knowledge of how music is put together 

to inform future understanding of the basis behind 

music of all genres. 

• A brief history of music – overview from Medieval 
through to the Modern period of music with a focus 
upon each period to establish and discover how the 
music was constructed. 

• Musicals – looking at the history of stage musicals and 

opera, learning how emotion is conveyed through 

music. 

• Music for screen – seeing how composers make a film 

score to enhance the story and composing 

programmatic music to accompany a short film. 

• Introduction to composing using computer 

technologies – Students will become familiar with the 

programs Sibelius and Cubase, and will compose on 

both pieces of software. 
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Product Design 

 

Aims 

To enable you to: 

• take an innovative and creative approach to 
designing and making products in a variety of 
materials, using exciting new technologies and 
techniques. 

• engage in the fast-paced world of technology and 
engineering. 

• develop an understanding of the wider issues related 
to designing and making. 

• actively engage in the processes of design and 
technology to develop as effective and independent 
learners. 

 
 
 

Any Questions? 

Mr Brazier 

Head of Product Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

What you will learn about: 

• A wide range of factors affecting design and 
technology including historical, social, cultural, 
environmental and economic factors. 

• Workshop practices, using a variety of tools & 
machinery, including vacuum forming, traditional 
wood joints and lamination. 

• Computer Aided Design (CAD) / Computer Aided 
Manufacture (CAM) including 3D CAD modelling. 

• Designing strategies. 

• Drawing techniques including isometric projection, 
rendering and working drawings. 

• Modelling techniques for prototyping. 

• Evaluating and testing designs and making 
improvements. 
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Fashion and Textiles 

(Art and Design) 

 

Aims 

This course will give students the opportunity to 

experiment with a wide range of decorative techniques, 

learn how to use a sewing machine and take a fresh look 

at the design process. This will lay the foundations for 

the creative work of GCSE Art and Design Textiles. 

 

 

 

Any Questions? 

Mrs Warwood 

Head of Textiles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

Sewing Machine Training 

In term 1 and 2, students undertake an intensive course 

enabling them to use a sewing machine safely, 

competently and independently to create a variety of 

stitches for decorative uses. Students also learn to create 

an appliqué using a sewing machine as well as detailed 

free machine embroidery. 

During terms 3, 4, Students have the opportunity explore 

a range of embellishment techniques including hand 

embroidery, beading and couching. They use these 

techniques to create a jewellery piece inspired by the 

theme of, The Beach. Further on the year, in terms 5 and 

6, students explore a variety of different fabrics and 

mixed media techniques which include melting fabrics, 

fabric manipulation, mark making and print techniques. 
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