
Supporting your Child with Reading for Pleasure 

 

There is good evidence to support the view that how much reading for pleasure a child does plays an 
important part in what they go on to achieve. This positive benefit for achievement applies right 
across the curriculum of study in secondary school, including in maths and sciences. 

There is also good evidence to support that reading for pleasure as an activity has positive emotional 
and social benefits for children.  

Young adults also benefit in the same way from reading for pleasure. 

Reading at Bennett 

At Bennett we do the following to encourage children to read for pleasure: 

• We use Accelerated Reader to ensure that every student in years 7 – 9 has an accessible 
book to read that gets the reading challenge “just about right”.  

• We set aside one lesson a fortnight in English for all students in years 7 – 9 as a library 
lesson. Students use this time to read their books and to take quizzes, supported by their 
English teacher and our school librarian. 

• We have a team of sixth form students who meet with younger students for paired reading, 
where this is helpful. 

• English lessons begin with reading. 
• Time is set aside in tutor time for reading. 
• Students of all ages can borrow books from our well stocked library. 

 

How you can support and encourage reading for pleasure 

 
Where possible make sure that children have books of their own. Try to make sure they have 
some choice of what to read. 
 
Take an interest in what children are reading and wherever possible carry on reading with 
them. 
 
Take an interest in how much quizzing children have done as part of the Bennett Accelerated 
Reader scheme. Encourage them to take the quizzes relating to the books they have read 
and find out about how well they got on. The link to the Accelerated Reader is here:  
 
https://ukhosted53.renlearn.co.uk/2193436/ 
 
and our school library can be accessed here: https://uk.accessit.online/bnn02/#!dashboard 
 
 
Carry on expecting children to read for pleasure, even when they are in years 11 – 13. This is 
a priority when good habits can be lost. 


